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Statistical Analysis of Child Social Services. 
 

The following questions were sent as freedom of information requests to every council in the United 

Kingdom. 

1. How many children have become LAC in your area each year for the past 10 years? 

2. How many LAC are diagnosed with mental health issues in your area each year for the past 

10 years. 

3. How many LAC have tried or succeeded in committing suicide each year for the past 10 

years? 

4. How many parents of LAC have been diagnosed with mental health issues each year for the 

past 10 years? 

5. How many parents of LAC have tried or succeeded in committing suicide each year for the 

past 10 years? 

6. How many complaints have been filed against child social services in your area each year for 

the past 10 years? 

7. How many LAC have run away or disappeared in your area each year for the past 10 years? 

8. How many LAC have died of any cause in your area each year for the past 10 years? 

Each of these questions will be looked at individually below with statistics taken from both FOI and 

Government websites where available. References to all data sources will be supplied under 

references. 

For the purpose of this analysis LAC refers to Looked after children. Children who are in the care of 

the local authority. 

Parents of LAC refers to the child’s original parents. Biological or otherwise. The parent or parents 

who were looking after the child before they were taken into local authority care. 

SS refers to child social services. 

MH refers to mental health. 

It soon became apparent when I started this report that the information differs in places between 

FOI and government statistics. 

 Gov.UK statistics are taken on 31 March each year, yet FOI responses can be calendar year, financial 

year or somewhere in-between. 

Gov.Scotland statistics are taken on 31 July. FOI responses are same as English ones. 
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Gov.Wales doesn't say. FOI same as other places. 

Gov.Ireland doesn't hold these statistics as they are on the held under health section. But date for 

statistics is 30 September each year. 

Rather than viewing the research as a failure I decided to continue working with the statistics I had 

requested. 

Extending my research from the main questions I have also compiled sub sections that cover total 

number of children in care and statistics for care leavers, including adoptions. 

Missing children from care will also cover those with unauthorised absences from placements. 

Complaints will cover public complaints, LAC made complaints and allegations. 

Newspaper reports, news items and other media outlets have been used where no information was 

available on either governmental websites and FOI requests were refused. These can be found in 

their own section. However, I have avoided social media sites as I cannot back-up findings. 

A brief history of child social services was included to explain the changes within the care system. 
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How many children have become LAC in your area each year for the 

past 10 years? 
 

ENGLAND 

Understanding these statistics would be easier if the formula used by governments was available. 

I have tried to work out the formula myself using a logical approach.  Formulas tried have been 

added to aid others who wish to research this topic further and so scholars can see where I made 

mistakes, so they're not repeated. 

Mistakes regarding formulas where no clear formula is explained is part of researching and one, I am 

happy to accept as part of this information. 

There may not be any formula used by governments. They might just use individual data and place it 

on a spreadsheet. If this is the case, then maybe they need to compile a formula that will check their 

findings. 

 

Not one to give up I tried different formulas to make sense of the figures. The original formulas in the 

screenshot above gave very different results than expected and with no idea how the government 

come up with their figures I have tried a variety of different formulas. 

The below contain different formulas. On the final formula I did manage to get a single year where 

there was no discrepancy. 
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If the LAC adopted from England is not part of the formula used to gain all LAC yearly totals why was 

it included as part of this segment of the data sheet? 

For transparency I have added screenshots below of the original data file downloaded from GOV.UK 

website. This data file is in two screenshots due to the size of the file. 

This clearly shows that the adopted information is part of the same data stream. 

It also shows 7 notes made by the government in regard to understanding the statistics supplied, yet 

nothing to explain how the formula works. 

As I am not a scholar, researcher or statistics analyst I freely apologise in advance if my attempts to 

work out which formula was used are wrong. 
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 I have concluded that the adoption statistics don’t play any role whatsoever in any formula relating 

to the all children looked after 31 March per year not only through tried and failed formula attempts 

above but also by section D1 of the same data file.   This could prove that governments do not have a 

formula to check their data and simply input the numbers supplied by social services etc. 

 

Adopted statistics are part of the ceased being in care statistics. So, why add them as a separate 

entity in a different section of the same data file??? 
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England Governmental statistics for children taken into care which are available on their website are 

as follows. Government data sheets only cover 5 years. 1st set of numbers are from 2018 data sheet 

two of the totals change on the 2019 data sheet (written in blue) 2016 statistics only change by 10. 

2018 statistics change by 140. 

2014 31 March = 30,730 

2015 31 March = 31,350 

2016 31 March = 32,160 2019 data = 32,170 

2017 31 March = 32,940 

2018 31 March = 32,050 2019 data = 32,190 

2019 31 March = 31,680 

 

Total number of children in care using the same two data sheets. Results as of 31 March each year. 

2016 data differs by 10. 2017 data differs by 20, 2018 data differs by 50 in the 2019 data report. 

Why are there these differences? 

2014 = 68,810 

2015 = 69,470 

2016 = 70,400 2019 data = 70,410 

2017 = 72,590 2019 data = 72,610 

2018 = 75,420 2019 data = 75,370 

2019 = 78,150 

Furthermore, when looking at a different data sheet the total number of children in care jumps 

dramatically. 

2014 differs by 29,280 

2015 differs by 29,940 

2016 differs by 30,500 using blue data 

2017 differs by 30,050 using blue data 

2018 differs by 28,730 using blue data. 
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This again raises the question on if the government data sheets have a formula to keep them stable 

or if this is data which is just added into new data sheets, which could be open to human error. As 

human error by these amounts seems unlikely, are we being given the true information on any of 

these excel data files? 

To expand this theory on which data files can be trusted I have expanded the screenshot of the 

“rouge” data file to show where these new numbers come from. This is governmental data based on 

looked after children 31 March 2018. 

The formula on this was very simply adding up placements by type. I checked the formula, and it 

works without issues. The reason the placements total is higher than the total number of children in 

care is explained in the notes: some children have been in more than 1 placement during the year. 

However, this does not explain why the total number of children in care for the year is significantly 

higher than the other two data sheets. 

 

 



 

FAMILY LIVES MATTER ANN-MARIE ROBSON 

 

FAMILY LIVES MATTER 

Once again some of the data doesn't add up and a few of the totals are out by a small amount. How 

do you get a total of 115 from 115 and 5? or 170 from 20 and 155? 

Placement provision is an important part of child SS. Some children are placed outside of the local 

government area. A child from the Southeast could potentially be moved to Wales, South West, 

north East etc. 

When this happens, they remain on the books of the original area, which, has the potential of 

causing the child to fall through the gaps. 

Personally, on a child protection level I believe if a child changes area even if that is just from 

Bradford to Blackpool then they should be removed from the Bradford SS and join the Blackpool SS. 

If a parent sent their child to live with a friend or family member miles away and anything happened 

to the child the parent would be ultimately responsible for anything that happened to that child and 

would have any other children, if they had any removed from their care. Why is it common practice 

for the child protection system to do this and not be held accountable? 

When you look at the statistics for missing LAC children, allegations made by LAC and other risk 

factors changing the child SS team a child is under when their placement moves just makes practical 

as well as security sense. After all isn't child protection the main priority of Child SS and government 

legislation.   
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Adoption statistics. 
 

Adoption statistics are part of the ceased being looked after statistics. 

However, due to the nature of information on a lot of social media sites and The Times news report 

in 2017 about the ministry's adoption targets (Information in News section) I decided to add this 

section. The statistics for this section are just from the official data source. 

England. 

2014 = 5,050 

2015 = 5,360 up from the previous year by 310 

2016 = 4,710 down from previous year by 650 

2017 = 4,370 down from previous year by 340 

2018 = 3,850 down from previous year by 520 

2019 = 3,570 down from previous year by 208 

Using a simple formula of adding up the totals from each area some of the statistics differ. My 

calculations are in red at the bottom of the screenshot. These differences are not very big yet, they 

do show more inconsistency in the official data packs. 

Using the official statistics, it would seem that adoption rates have been falling since 2016. Does this 

mean an increase in public or private foster placements? 
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Private Foster Placements. Per Year. 2005-2007 
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NORTHERN IRELAND. 

All data for Northern Ireland is set to 30 September each year. 

They include adoption statistics as part of their totals. Unlike England, the data that is accessible is 

not extensive and due to Covid I have, to-date, not heard back from all the FOI requests. Considering 

that all information regarding looked after children is handled by the health board and they are 

dealing with a pandemic I do not expect to have responses from all FOI before I finalise this report. 

 Total number of children in local authority care are as follows. 

2011 = 1,838 

2012 = 1,878 

2013 = 2,071 in total with 850 discharged. 

2014 = 2,169 in total with 798 discharged. 

2015 = 2,169 in total with 825 discharged. 

2016 = 2,213 in total with 809 discharged. 

2017 = 2,983 in total with 716 discharged. 

2018 = 3,109 in total with 732 discharged. 

2019 = 3,281 in total with 667 discharged. 

2020 = 3,383 in total with 746 discharged. 

Although it appears that there are more children entering the system each year I cannot confirm or 

deny this as there are no yearly statistics on children entering care. 

 

Very easy to read excel data files. Plus, when looking at other data packets by Northern Ireland the 

totals are the same with no discrepancies. 
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The discharge totals include children who have been in care for less than a year, which means the 

discharge totals are lower than reported on the last page. However, the yearly totals only cover 

children who have been in care for at least 12 months. 

It would be interesting to know the success rates of the children who were only taken into care for 

less than a year. Does this short time away from parents give the parents time to resolve whatever 

issues caused the child or children to enter care? How many of these short-term placements become 

long term placement and how long did returning home work before they ended up back in the care 

system? 

As more than half of these children are discharged in under 3 years how many of them are adopted? 

These questions and many others I can think of will need to be explored at a later date due to Covid. 

I would be very interested in finding out exactly what differences there are between how Northern 

Ireland handle child protection compared to other area of the U.K. 

Is there anything we can learn from Northern Ireland which can lower the numbers of children being 

in long term care, do they continue to work with the parents with the idea of being able to return the 

children. What statistics are there for missing LAC in Northern Ireland. Do Northern Ireland totals 

include refugee /unaccompanied asylum seeker children? 
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SCOTLAND 

Scotland's data is collected and set at 31 July each year. 

The website is easier to use than the English one. They have a comparison file where you can 

compare between areas, which, if the macros worked for me would have been brilliant but the 

results on my computer were almost impossible to decipher or actually use. 

As you can see, there was no way for me to locate anything I needed. 

I tried the data cube spreadsheet. 
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The options offered would not allow me to search for new LAC children by year and although they 

have multiple options available, you cannot search by two different options at the same time. 

As you can see none of the data, I was looking for can be found on the data cube spreadsheet. 

 

Government statistics. 

2011 =4746 

2012 = 4811 

2013 = 4470 

2014 = 4295 

2015 = 4198 

2016 = 4116 

2017 = 4186 

2018 = 3979 

2019 = 3824 

2020 = 3490 

These statistics are only supplied as total started to be looked after for Scotland and are not broken 

down into areas. As such any FOI responses that refuse under the grounds of the information being 

available through the GOV.Scot are incorrect as you cannot find out this information on the 

government website. 
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Is there a formula used to work out these numbers, which, I am just not getting? 

 

Where fostering and adoption is concerned the below screenshot is the only information I can find 

online for Scotland.   
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Wales. 

Gov.Wales use the same date as England for their statistics 31 March. This means it is easier to 

compare data between Wales and England than it is between England/Wales and Scotland or 

Ireland. 

The website is fairly easy to use and being able to change the year from a drop-down box on all 

statists is one of the most practical parts of their data packets. However, I could not find all the 

information I was looking for. 
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Wales Government statistics.  31 March each year 

New children in care 

2011 = 1890 

2012 = 1985 increase of 95 

2013 = 2030 increase of 45 

2014 = 2015 decrease of 15 

2015 = 2045 increase of 30 

2016 = 2065 increase of 20 

2017 = 2220 increase of 155 

2018 = 2175 decrease of 45 

2019 = 2135 decrease of 40 

2020 = 1970 decrease of 165 lowest rate since 2011 

Total number of children in care by Government statistics. 

2011 = 5410 baseline 

2012 = 5720 increase of 310 

2013 = 5765 increase of 45 

2014 = 5745 decrease of 20 

2015 = 5610 decrease of 135 

2016 = 5660 increase of 50 

2017 = 5960 increase of 300 

2018 = 6405 increase of 445 

2019 = 6835 increase of 430 

2020 = 7170 increase of 335 

Total number of children leaving care by government statistics. 

2011 = 3880 baseline 

2012 = 4085 increase of 205 

2013 = 4530 increase of 445 

2014 = 4420 decrease of 110 

2015 = 4430 increase of 10 

2016 = 4305 decrease of 125 

2017 = 4515 increase of 210 

2018 = 4450 decrease of 65 
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2019 = 4580 increase of 130 

2020 = 4475 decrease of 105 

Logically using the previous year’s total number of children in care, minus the current years ceased to 

be looked after total and adding the current years new looked after children's total should give the 

current year’s total number of looked after children. But again, this formula doesn't work. 

Where does the difference come from???? 

 



 

FAMILY LIVES MATTER ANN-MARIE ROBSON 

 

FAMILY LIVES MATTER 

 

Conclusion: 

 

The English Gov website contains the most amount of information needed for this report, although it 

is harder to find. Furthermore, total numbers are not consistent between different data files 

reporting the same information. 

Wales and England both use 31 March each year for data entries so you can compare them 

unilaterally. 

Scotland and Northern Ireland use different dates for data entry which means although you can 

compare yearly totals you can't say for certainty how many new or total numbers of children are 

being looked after as of 31 March each year in the whole of the UK. 

No matter which governmental statistics you use, if they have data for new, ceased and total children 

in the care system there is no way I have found to corroborate the statistics. I have shown a number 

of different formula and the numbers do not match. 

Logically, using the previous year’s total as a baseline you should be able to take away the current 

years ceased to be in care total, then add the current years new looked after children total and get 

the current year’s total number of children in care. The difference between the results of this 

formula and the current total number of children in care is staggering. 

If there is a working formula, I think it should be added onto each of the governments websites or as 

part of the data files. 

As I could not decipher a formula that worked for England, Wales or Scotland I could not calculate 

how many children are taken into care each year for Northern Ireland as they do not provide these 

details. 

Wales has the easiest to use statistical data files. The pick a year and drop-down boxes makes 

research a lot easier. 

Scotland has a lot of information if you have the technology to open it without issues. 

Northern Ireland seems to have the best FOI to Government results. This could be because all 

information is compiled by Health instead of local government areas. 

England, Wales and Scotland have a lot of discrepancies between FOI answer and official 

governmental totals. 

If my calculations are correct, then the discrepancies in totals need to be investigated further. 

No matter what the numbers are not adding up and this is perplexing me. Hopefully someone with 

the resources and a team of people will be able to make sense of the discrepancies. 

Not all FOI requests have been answered. Some areas have stated the information is accessible on 

the gov websites, where local council information is not held. Some have flatly refused siting costs 

involved in answering the question, some only gave data for a few years. Others have sited Covid as a 

reason for delays or not answering. 
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How many LAC are diagnosed with mental health issues in your area 

each year for the past 10 years. 
 

Surprisingly, there is very little FOI statistics on how many children within the local authority care 

environment being diagnosed with any form of mental health issues. 

Some local councils keep a record of how many new LAC enter the system with pre-diagnosed 

conditions but even then, these are far and few between. 

 Almost every council either refused to acknowledge this question or refused to answer the question 

on the cost of supplying the information. Pointing out how difficult it would be, and personnel 

needed to check each child's file for the past ten years.   

With media campaigns during and after lockdown explaining the benefits of ensuring good mental 

health for our children it was a little perplexing to realise that child social services do not keep an 

active, accessible  record of these statistics. Especially when risk of future emotional and mental 

harm plays such a big part of removing children from families. 

Furthermore, the impact of removing a child from their family is bound to have an adverse effect on 

a child's mental health. Isn't this why so many separated parents file court orders against parental 

alienation? 

Without access to these statistics, it is also difficult to establish what mental health effects 

separation from family causes LAC's on a long term basis. Although there has been some research 

undertaken in this regard and I have supplied news reports regarding this under the Newspaper, 

News and Media section of this report. 

This is something that should be looked into on a countrywide level. 

The Welsh Government site supplies information on mental health for children in need / looked after 

but only up to 2016. When they stopped reporting the statistics.  Using the drop-down options I 

selected looked after children for the purpose of this report and took screen shots of the data they 

do supply. I would like to point out here that the Welsh Government site has the most user-friendly 

interface from any of the government statistics sites. 
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However, as you will see from the below information, as much as these statistics are a good starting 

point for Wales and I applaud the fact that they were at one point keeping records I also have some 

reservations concerning the actual data.  Concerns are written below each screenshot.  The 

discrepancies between different government data are hard to be ignored and rise questions 

regarding the MH data. 

 

Concerns. This is my baseline report being the first one for the years I am covering, where all 

available data from Gov.wales website regarding looked after children seems to match up. The data I 

am using to corroborate these statistics are: Information on totals from: Children starting to be 

looked after, Children ceasing to be looked after, Number of children being looked after and the all 

children in need section of the screenshots. 

Please note: All children in need total of screenshots are the statistics for looked after children as per 

my option choice not all children on social services books.  Plus, all governmental statistics for Wales 

are universally for the 31st of March each year. 
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Concerns. 

Total number of looked after children for 2011 was 5,410 as per government records. 

Total number of children who ceased to be looked after as per government records 3,880. Bringing 

the total number of LAC down to 1,530.  (A*) 

Subtracting episode ceased but new episode begins same or next day data from total ceased to be 

looked after data. The total number who left care drops to 1,665. Bringing total number of LAC down 

to 3,745 (B*) 

Total number of children starting to be looked after as per government records 1,890. Bringing the 

total number of LAC up to 3,420 using (A*) stats or 5,635 using (B*) stats. 

All children in need total for 2012 as per above is 5,700 and according to LAC government numbers 

5,720. 

This leaves a discrepancy of between 65/85 using (B*) data or 2,280 and 2,300 using (A*) data 

depending on which 2012 LAC totals for the year you rely on for statistical purposes. 

Number of Children with Mental health issues according to governmental statistics falls from 435 to 

390 in one year. A decrease of 45. 

All data is taken from 31 March per year. 
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Concerns. 

Total number of looked after children for 2012 was 5,700 as per above statistics. 

Total number of children who ceased to be looked after as per government records 4,530. Bringing 

the total number of LAC down to 1,170.  (A*) 

Subtracting episode ceased but new episode begins same or next day data from total ceased to be 

looked after data. The total number who left care drops to 1,980. Bringing total number of LAC down 

to 3,720 (B*) 

Total number of children starting to be looked after as per government records 2,035. Bringing the 

total number of LAC up to 3,205 using (A*) stats or 5755 using (B*) stats. 

All children in need total for 2013 as per above is 5,770 and according to LAC government numbers 

5,765. 

This leaves a discrepancy of between 10/15 using (B*) data or 2,560 and 2,565 using (A*) data 

depending on which 2013 LAC totals for the year you rely on for statistical purposes. 

Number of Children with Mental health issues according to governmental statistics increases from 

390 to 395 in one year. An increase of 5. 

All data is taken from 31 March per year. 
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Concerns. 

Total number of looked after children for 2013 was 5,770 as per above statistics. 

Total number of children who ceased to be looked after as per government records 4,420. Bringing 

the total number of LAC down to 1,350.  (A*) 

Subtracting episode ceased but new episode begins same or next day data from total ceased to be 

looked after data. The total number who left care drops to 2,035. Bringing total number of LAC down 

to 3,735 (B*) 

Total number of children starting to be looked after as per government records 2,010. Bringing the 

total number of LAC up to 3,360 using (A*) stats or 5,745 using (B*) stats. 

All children in need total for 2014 as per above is 5,675 and according to LAC government numbers 

5,745. 

This leaves a discrepancy of between 0 and 70 using (B*) data or  2,315 and 2,385 using (A*) data 

depending on which 2014 LAC totals for the year you rely on for statistical purposes. 

Number of Children with Mental health issues according to governmental statistics increases from 

395 to 425 in one year. An increase of 30. 

All data is taken from 31 March per year. 
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Concerns. 

Total number of looked after children for 2014 was 5,675 as per above records. 

Total number of children who ceased to be looked after as per government records 4,430. Bringing 

the total number of LAC down to 1,245.  (A*) 

Subtracting episode ceased but new episode begins same or next day data from total ceased to be 

looked after data. The total number who left care drops to 2,190. Bringing total number of LAC down 

to 3,485 (B*) 

Total number of children starting to be looked after as per government records 2,040. Bringing the 

total number of LAC up to 3,285 using (A*) stats or 5,525 using (B*) stats. 

All children in need total for 2015 as per above is 5,500 and according to LAC government numbers 

5,610. 

This leaves a discrepancy of between 25 and 85 using (B*) data or 2,215 and 2,325 using (A*) data 

depending on which 2012 LAC totals for the year you rely on for statistical purposes. 

Number of Children with Mental health issues according to governmental statistics increases from 

425 to 460 in one year. An increase of 35. 

All data is taken from 31 March per year. 
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Concerns. 

Total number of looked after children for 2015 was 5,500 as per above records. 

Total number of children who ceased to be looked after as per government records 4,305. Bringing 

the total number of LAC down to 1,195.  (A*) 

Subtracting episode ceased but new episode begins same or next day data from total ceased to be 

looked after data. The total number who left care drops to 2,020. Bringing total number of LAC down 

to 3,480 (B*) 

Total number of children starting to be looked after as per government records 2,065. Bringing the 

total number of LAC up to 3,260 using (A*) stats or 5,545 using (B*) stats. 

All children in need total for 2016 as per above is 5,500 and according to LAC government numbers 

5,660. 

This leaves a discrepancy of between 45 and 115 using (B*) data or 2,240 and 2,400  using (A*) data 

depending on which 2016 LAC totals for the year you rely on for statistical purposes. 

Number of Children with Mental health issues according to governmental statistics falls from 460 to 

370 in one year. A decrease of 90. 
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All data is taken from 31 March per year. 

Conclusion. 

There is little to no information regarding the mental health of looked after children. 

When we evaluate the number of looked after children who go missing each year, number of 

incidents per year. Number of unauthorised absences from placements we can conclude there is 

obviously something going wrong, and these are just the numbers that are reported. 

The care system is supposed to care for a child when the parents can't. However, where is the data to 

show this caring when it comes to mental health? 

Mental health is a good indicator of emotional health. Emotional and mental abuse or risk of these in 

the future is one of the biggest reasons for removing children from families and ones that cannot be 

proved or disproved will happen in the future. 

To establish if a system like this one is working as it should be there needs to be more accounting. 

If thousands of children each year are being removed from their birth families and by the time, they 

leave the care system they are suffering from mental health problems this would indicate the system 

is failing. I'm not trying to say that all children in care will be diagnosed with mental health issues 

because this would call on my using the crystal ball method, which I am against. 

What I am saying is that if a significant number of children in the care system develop mental health 

issues once inside the care system, then the way the system works needs to be re-evaluated. 

What is a significant number? What percentage of children in care having mental health issues is 

small or big enough to prove a failing system? What kind of criteria would a child have to meet to be 

classed as having mental health? 

Would the public or government believe a 1% is acceptable numbers? Would 50% be unacceptable? 

Or would we need to research to see the difference between children left at home and children 

taken into care? 

Thanks to the Scottish Government website I can show you their cross-comparison data covering the 

whole of the UK. However, looking at the numbers from other government sites this data is 

inaccurate. Even different sections of the UK government can't get statistical numbers straight per 

year. 
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After inputting yearly totals from other government sources, I have also shown what 10 and 50% of 

totals would equate to in real numbers according to the Scottish statistics. Which of the % totals 

would you class as acceptable levels of mental health issues in looked after children before you 

thought there was a concern? 

If a child enters the care system with no mental health problems but develops them whilst in care 

how much blame will be placed on the birth parents and how much on the care system? 

This to some might sound like a stupid question but unfortunately history shows that any time there 

are failings within the care system someone else is blamed for those failings. Local councils are 

blamed for failings in their area, which is rightfully so. However, the government takes no 

responsibility for any of these failings overall and despite making a few changes the system itself has 

never been given a complete overall. 

How long can you patch up big gaping holes with small plasters? 

If nothing else, I hope this section of the report is taken up by a university or organisation outside of 

child social services to research and find the answers. 

More importantly, I now wonder how many children who have been in the care system end up 

having their children removed by SS using: their time in care, their mental health, risk of future 

emotional and mental harm on the new child against them.   

If a looked after child develops mental health issues whilst in the care system, wouldn't it be wrong 

to use that against them to remove their children? 
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How many LAC have tried or succeeded in committing suicide each 

year for the past 10 years? 
 

With under 1 % of FOI responses and nothing available on any government statistical websites I was 

left with checking news reports to find any information regarding this matter. The news reports I did 

find have been added to the News section of this report. 

Although this proves that there are many incidents of attempted suicide, self-harming and actual 

suicide within the care system, there are no actual statistics. 

 Countries like America report these incidents in the news far more than we do. Which, along with 

studies in Sweden make me wonder why this is not an important issue in the UK. 

There is also evidence using news and media outlets that children who have been in the care system 

are also more likely to commit suicide later in life. 

 Furthermore, when a large percentage of care leavers under 18+, or who have finished with 18+ end 

up living on the streets the impact of attempted or actual suicide numbers are currently impossible 

to fathom. 

Councils have explained that they would have to check each individual LAC record to find if there is 

mention of the above and as a single entity, I do not have the resources available to pay the monies 

requested by the local authorities for them to report these findings. 

On a government budget level, understanding any correlation between a child being taken into care 

and the risks of self-harm, attempted suicide or actual suicide would be beneficial because once the 

information around how widespread this issue are steps could be taken to reduce the issue lowering 

the monies spent on aftercare.   

Are birth parents informed when their looked after child tries to kill themselves? Do they get told of 

their looked after child's self-harm. 

There are social media post pertaining to not being informed of their looked after child's death. 

How often do social services inform birth parents of serious issues with their looked after child, or 

are these things withheld from the birth parents like so many other things. 

When siblings are separated within the care system  does the risk of self-harm, attempted suicide 

increase? 

Is there any correlation between low number of contacts with birth parents and high number of self-

harming or attempted suicides by looked after children? 

Some looked after only get between 1 and 4, two hour visits a year. Mainly supervised so the child 

cannot discuss issues with their parents. 

Again, I bring your attention to the section on missing incidents and complaints. 
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How many parents of LAC have been diagnosed with mental health 

issues each year for the past 10 years? 
 

FOI responses regarding this issue were almost unilaterally they can not supply the information 

requested because they would have to check each child's file individually and even then there is no 

saying this information has even been added to the files.  With only one or two responses to this 

question via FOI the data is unusable to estimate total numbers. 

It would appear that once the children are removed from the parents, those parents become 

invisible to child SS. Like saying we've got your kids we no longer care. 

However, as many of these parents will still see their children during contact visits, parental mental 

health should still be a concern. 

More so when social workers tell parents not to show any emotion when the child has to leave at the 

end of contact. If a parent becomes too emotional during or at the end of contact the likelihood of 

the next contact being cancelled raises considerably. 

As part of both parental and looked after children's mental health studies quality of contact should 

be taken into consideration. Threats by social workers to parents and children regarding what they 

can and cannot say, how they need to act etc also needs to be investigated. 

Social media is being regularly used by birth parents of looked after children to air their issues. 

Looked after children are also trying to find ways of being heard. If these alleged ( for legal reasons I 

have to state alleged; although, I have personal experience of this) verbal threats by social workers to 

both parents and children pertaining to how they need to not show emotion or not discuss certain 

things can be proven then social services are in breach of their own safeguarding rules and have 

become perpetrators of abuse towards both parents and looked after children. This is of course in 

direct breech of the human rights act. This is also an abuse of power. I have been verbally told by 

social workers more than once that the children's act trumps the human rights act so there is 

nothing a parent can do to fight these violations.   

So, lets look at some of the human rights acts that are being walked all over by SS, which in turn 

cause parents of looked after children to develop mental health issues. 

 

 

Any parent who has had any dealings with SS will attest to the fact that social workers degrade the 

parent whenever possible. Having a child removed because you have been in an abusive relationship 
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and SS refused to acknowledge that you needed help but then use it against you in court is both 

degrading treatment and punishment (Victim blaming). A pregnant woman who has her unborn baby 

placed on the at risk register because its needs are not being met (someone explain how a foetus can 

not have its needs met by the mother) is torture, inhuman and degrading. It would be interesting to 

know how many mothers have lost their child during pregnancy due to the stress applied to the 

mother by social services.  Using freedom of speech, I will also state that I have asked repeatedly 

over the years how a victim of DV can possibly protect their child, children, from the abuser when SS 

with all its resources can't.   

If a parent tries to work with SS and admit, after however many reports, assessments, coercion etc 

that there is a problem within the family then SS get what they want, an admission of guilt. If parents 

deny or fight back against SS then SS state that the parents are not seeing how serious the situation 

is and as such the parents are then also guilty of mental and emotional harm to the child. 

Basically, parents have no rights when it comes to SS and even if they win against them once 

eventually, they or their children once older loose. 

Being told continually no matter how much you change to suit SS that you are doing everything 

wrong is degrading by any standards. Different social workers want different things and have 

different ideas on how you should bring up your child. What they say to you verbally and what they 

then place in a written report can differ significantly until you have no idea what to believe. 

Looking at some of the categories of allegations and complaints made by looked after children on the 

England government website I will conclude that at least in some incidents looked after children are 

also having this human right violated by foster carers and social workers.   

 

 

1. No one shall be held in slavery or servitude. 
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Servitude is such a brilliant way to describe any parent who has been involved with SS. 

Parents have to jump through hoops to accommodate what SS want. Social worker says they intend 

to visit at a certain time or day, and you have to be available or it is used against you. They say you 

have to go on a parenting course etc. you have to do it, or it is used against you. 

Looked after children are subjected to servitude by foster parents and social services because they 

have to adhere to everything they are told to do. 

 

I would go as far as to say that even newspapers are in servitude to children's social services 

otherwise, they would report on a lot more horror stories than they currently do. 

Moving back to the parents of looked after children. If a parent starts to speak out too loudly or says 

enough is enough, they are then verbally threatened (social services / workers deny this) with a list 

of things including but not withstanding: having their children immediately removed, not being 

allowed to see their children in care, gagging orders, being arrested etc. Looked after children are 

threatened with not being able to see their birth parents, having their placements changed, secure 

units etc. 

Parents are coerced into signing voluntary placement agreements when they don't want to in order 

to avoid having all children removed from them or being taken to court. These parents are supposed 

to be able to rescind this agreement and take their children back out of care. However if they try to 

do this SS get an emergency care order to prevent the parent taking their child back, will be 

threatened with being arrested etc again to prevent the parent taking their child back. There are also 

cases where the children under this voluntary agreement have then been adopted.   

Now tell me that this isn't covered under the heading of servitude? 

Looking at the two answers to FOI I received from different areas that gave me the total number of 

new LAC each year removed by care order only and not just number of children who became LAC 

each year. It was shocking that the totals were significantly lower than the number of children in 

those areas who actually became LAC. This suggests that more children are removed by coercion 

methods, voluntary signing each year than actual court cases. 
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A fair trial. Is there really such a thing in family court? Parents are not only fighting SS but also 

Cafcass who listen to what SS want, children's guardian, possibly their partner if they have a 

spouse/partner, professionals from all different areas. Victim blaming has become an ingrained 

aspect of family court proceedings. Which, confuses and belittles the parent who has been abused, 

leaving them unable to focus or defend themselves.   

They listen and take advice from their solicitors if they can find one willing to listen to their side and 

fight for them. Solicitors, who want to keep things as simple as possible. You can't share your 

paperwork with anyone outside the proceedings even after the trial has finished.   

Parents are accused of so many things, often over the period of years that they focus on trying to 

defend themselves and when there is no way they can prove a negative against the professionals 

there is no way they can get a fair trial. Again, this is where victim blaming and misinformation from 

SS and other professionals comes into play. 

Once the trial is ended there is no way a parent can defend themselves further when they are less 

emotional and work out what tricks were used against them. Social workers outright lie about things 

that the parents cannot defend themselves against. 
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The system is set up to protect SS etc. not parents and children. You cannot have a fair trial when 

social services are involved.  I have to love the irony of the first paragraph under REMEMBER.... 

Parents or family members who are part of the case are NOT allowed to show or share any 

information which makes up part of the case. However, other people involved in the proceedings 

(social workers, Cafcass, professionals, teachers etc.) can share information about the parents, 

children and family members without their permission. How is this fair or legal? 

 

 

Got to love this one because so many parents are treated like criminals without a criminal case ever 

happening. 
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For myself I can attest that there were heinous allegations made against me in family court, that the 

judge stated were unfounded and could not be used against me because there was no actual 

evidence. Like I said previously social workers etc lie in family court. However, it has come to my 

attention numerous times over the years that they are still using these heinous allegations as facts 

when I was proved completely innocent because there was no evidence just lies.   Over the years I 

have brought this up in the form of verbal or written complaints. In 2020 after being again accused of 

this I wrote to my MP and Sue Chandler cabinet member for integrated social services. I received two 

different calls from management at social services apologising for the misunderstanding, stating the 

social worker misread the information on the screen and that there was nothing in the records 

covering what the social worker said about myself and that this would not happen again. I explained 

to the managers on both calls that this was not the first time a social worker had said these things 

since my court case and obviously a lot of social workers had misread the files. I pushed my 

complaint as far as I could before suddenly, my MP etc. were told that the conversation (in front of 

witnesses) had never taken place and as such I had no choice but to stop fighting it. 

This year and due to an issue with the same person who started the rubbish last year I now have 

written proof that social services have indeed accused me of the same thing, treating it as fact and 

that these false facts have been presented to the court in a case involving another member of my 

family. I again contacted social services, my MP and Sue Chandler because this is now at a point of 

completely ruining my life and the lives of other members of my family. However, social services 

refuse to amend the paperwork, knowing it isn't true and I can prove it isn't true. Cafcass refuse to 

return my calls so I can give them the information needed to prove they've been given false 

information. My MP etc. are not interested in helping with this. 

Luckily, I still have the original paperwork proving that this is false information. 

Under freedom of speech, I am willing to state that as far as I am concerned social service are 

continuing the mental and emotional abuse that was started over a decade ago. Abuse they used 

against me in court to remove my children from me. I will go as far as to state that my own mental 

health (that I did not have at the time of the court case according to the psychological and psychiatric 

assessments they had done)  has become an issue covering every aspect of my life and that social 

services have a major part to play in what has happened to me concerning my mental health. 

When you are innocent of something, when you have never been arrested for it or faced a criminal 

trial and yet are punished, hounded and destroyed by social services regarding it then that to be is 

breaking this human rights act. 
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Freedom of expression. 

We are supposed to be able to freely express our opinions without interference from public 

authority, yet social services impose gagging orders on parents, professionals and the press when 

they try to expose what social services are doing. The lies, corruption, abuse within the care system 

etc. 

Children are being silenced by social services, moved, isolated etc. to prevent them reporting the 

abuse they are going through inside the care system. 

Need I say more? 

 

 

Any parent who has had their children removed from them by social services is having this human 

rights act violated. We are discriminated against because our children were removed. Our children 

who are being looked after by the state are also discriminated against because they have been taken 

into care. The victims of domestic abuse are being victim shamed and blamed during any and all 

interactions with SS. They are being discriminated against because they are being abused by their 

partners yet expected to stop their abuser from harming their children. 

If someone was kidnapped and held for six months or more would society, the government or other 

professionals’ shame and blame them for not being able to protect others held under the same 
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conditions? Would they say it was the victims fault they were kidnapped and or abused by that 

kidnapper because they didn't fight harder to escape? There have been documented cases where 

someone was kidnapped and held for years, brainwashed etc, actually allowed to leave the residence 

of the kidnapper but returned to that residence each and every time. This is called conditioning and 

the victim of this situation would be treated fairly, given extensive therapy and support to cope 

within society. 

How is being a domestic abuse victim any different? It is not like the victim asks the perpetrator to 

abuse them. It is not like they know as soon as they meet someone that they are going to be an 

abuser. Domestic abuse starts off very subtle, like concern for your welfare, protection, advice. A 

constant drop of water hitting a stone; which, over time creates a dent and then a hole. Most victims 

of domestic abuse will attest to the fact that by the time they realised what was happening was 

abuse they were estranged from family, friends. Had no support network and made to feel 

completely reliant on the abuser. No self-esteem, self worth was left and more importantly because 

most of these abusers are very confident and charming the outside world has no idea what they are 

like. This results in the victim not being believed or the perpetrator downplaying what has been said. 

Many times, the victim has by this stage repeatedly tried telling people what is going on including 

talking to SS or support workers who immediately tell the perpetrator what was said, who after 

convincing the professional nothing is wrong will then punish the victim for speaking out. 

The best example I can give of fear tactics used by these abusers is when they tell their victim that if 

they speak out to professionals etc. that SS will take their children off them and put them in care, 

where the victim won't get to see them very often. Unfortunately, this is probably the only truth 

these abusers tell their victims because as soon as the victim reaches a stage where they know they 

speak out or they and, or their children will end up being killed by the abuser SS remove their 

children and blame them for not doing more to protect them.   

Where are our human rights during all of this and it is not some new phenomenon it’s been going on 

for decades.  People shout and scream, write, blog, report how corrupt child social services are and 

yet nothing changes. Looked after children are being abused in every way on a daily basis and their 

cries for help are written off as being troublemakers because they are in the system. 

Social services are breaking this along with all the aforementioned human rights acts on a daily basis 

and yet nothing is down to prevent it. 

I could, like thousands of other parents and looked after children give multiple accounts under each 

of the articles above proving that our human rights are being ignored, walked on and destroyed by 

social services. 

With our human rights being violated it wouldn't surprise me if over 50% of parents who have had 

their children removed from them by social services have later been diagnosed with mental health 

conditions. 
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It would not surprise me if 50% of the children taken into care every year are later diagnosed with 

mental health conditions during their lifetime. 

There are no statistics on this because no one is considering the impact the care system and social 

services are having on thousands of people. 

Our mental health services were at breaking point before covid, stretched even thinner whilst 

demand increased during lockdown. 

The UK economy stalled because of Covid, not that it was ever actually that stable to begin with. 

 As parents who have lost their children into the care system can attest, mental health issues soon 

follow. 

As expected in the majority of cases depression soon follows the removal of children and I would 

suggest that this happens to both the children as well as the parents. However, where there are 

support programs in place for the children. Or at least I hope there are. There is nothing in place for 

the parents, even when the court requests support be put into place. 

After this the alienation from family and friends for the parent starts because no one fully 

understands the SS process and believes that the parent must have done something drastically 

wrong for their children to be removed.  This is not always the case because sometimes there are 

other factors involved like domestic abuse between parents, where the victim parent is accused of 

not being able to change in time to be of benefit to the child. Or the “RISK” with no actual proof of 

harm in the future because child SS believe if you've been in one abusive relationship you will 

automatically go to another one and so on. Plus, there's always the you've been abused as a child so 

you will obviously go on to abuse your own kids tactic. 

Admittedly this screenshot is in relation to CSE. However, it does state that RISK does not need to 

have been confirmed by other professionals. It would appear that this wording, by the child social 

services who are a proxy for the Government, can cite future RISK without proof whenever they 

want. This future RISK of harm is often used in child court cases to obtain a care order on children. 

I have read information online that seems to suggest the Government distance themselves from SS 

by saying that it is down to the local council, who, are in charge of SS in each area. Our local 

government (council) is supposed to represent the main government in each area. So, why do the 

government distance themselves from something they ultimately control? 
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As we have laws to protect citizens, unless for entertainment purposes, using any and all forms of 

mediumship why is it that child social services can use the crystal ball method of future RISK of harm 

to remove children from parents in court? 

(2) other valuable things given, in respect of what he does, whether to him or any other person. 

 Our children are the most valuable things we have. By using 'potential future Risk' as a reason to 

secure a court order they are using a form of clairvoyance and as such breaking the law. 

This act was repealed in 2018, but the premise still stands.   

Had parents tried using this act to fight for their children prior to 2018? Is this why the act was 

repealed? 

Next stage for parents who have lost their children into the care system is anxiety and trust issues. 

PTSD can be a major factor for both parents and children who have been involved with SS. 

As there are no statistics available for this subject matter the full impact of mental health issues 

starting for parents who have lost their children into the care system is again only conjecture. 

However, it can be likened to the effects on a parent of a child's death because the parent will still 

mourn the loss of their child or children. 

Conclusion. 
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There needs to be some form of research undertaken to get the true numbers regarding parents of 

and looked after children's mental health declines after interaction with social services. 

When more harm than good is happening then isn't it a failed experiment? 

More needs to be done to stop victim blaming by social services. 

An independent enquiry should be started to look into the human rights violations perpetrated by 

social services before, during and after children are removed from their parents. This enquiry should 

go back at least 10-12 years and every case should be reinvestigated without prejudice. 

If we were hearing about human rights violations in any other country our government would be in 

the media condoning this behaviour. Yet, they sit back and do nothing when it is indoctrinated into 

the care system. Pretending it doesn't happen and stating the parents who fight against it are just 

not taking responsibility for their own actions etc. Victim blaming one on one.   
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How many parents of LAC have tried or succeeded in committing 

suicide each year for the past 10 years? 
 

Just as there are no statistics on parents who end up with mental health issues after their child or 

children are removed, there are no statistics on how many of these parents end up trying to or 

actually commit suicide. 

Again, every council told me the costs of checking individual child records was too excessive and that 

was even if the information existed. 

Guilt can be a deciding factor when considering suicide along with feeling helpless and unable to 

change your situation. 

Although I do not have statistics to back up my thoughts and beliefs I do some some knowledge 

regarding this subject. 

PTSD is often associated with survivors guilt. If a parents who was the victim of an abusive 

relationship looses their child, over time the guilt they feel about not having those children with 

them and not being able to stop any abuse happening towards that child or children can cause them 

to think they should end their lives. 

If their children grow up, have children themselves and then SS use the grandparents experiences 

against the looked after child as a reason to remove the grandchildren this guilt is compounded. 

Especially, when misinformation regarding the original parent is used as a reason to remove the 3rd 

generation with the family. Misinformation does happen. Unfortunately, because of the way child SS 

and courts are set up I can not supply evidence regarding this matter or I would be breaching a 

whole list of rules and laws set up to prevent any information regarding children's cases becoming 

public knowledge. 

This is another thing that needs to be explored but is not subject to this report. 

Any parent who has had their child removed will find it almost impossible to work in any sector 

involving children. Again there are no statistics I can find to show how many people on benefits have 

had their children removed from them or have been in the care system. 

I do not understand how child SS can involve themselves directly with new parents who were at one 

time in the care system because if the care system worked the way it is supposed to then the new 

parent would be stable and have no need for SS involvement with their own children.   

Again I believe this area is something that needs to be fully investigated. 

More research needs to be done regarding the parts of this report that there is no current statistics 

on as it will help lower the strain on our nations resources, lower unemployment and help break the 

cycle of children ending up in the care system.   

 

Conclusion: 
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Whether it is looked after children's or parents of looked after children's mental health and suicide 

risk research needs to be done to expose the figures. 

I've shown how human rights are being walked over on both sides of the equation. The equation 

being the original family dynamic of the now looked after children. 

Mental health is such a huge topic, suicide risks, self harming, anxiety, depression, PTSD, anorexia, 

eating disorders, sleep deprivation, split personality, bipolar, emotionally unstable personality 

disorder, dissociative disorder, agoraphobia, claustrophobia to name just a few. 

Lack of mental health resources.     

Why has no research been done into this looking at parents of and looked after children. 

Why is there no statistical evidence? 

How many of our countries homeless population were looked after children? 

How many of our looked after children have their children removed from them? 
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How many complaints have been filed against child social services in 

your area each year for the past 10 years. 
 

Most people would think this was a simple enough question with an easy answer but they would be 

wrong. 

It would appear that statistics differ significantly between number of complaints and complaints 

upheld. Most responses to the FOI requests only cover the complaints upheld and do not mention 

how many complaints were actually made. Furthermore, none of the FOI request answers mention 

how many complaints have been filed by actual LAC children. 

Complaints made by LAC are separated into different segments of complaints made and complaints 

upheld. Then there are complaints made to child social services about foster carers. These also being 

separated into total complaints and complaints upheld. 

Types of complaints from all allegations made and complaints made are then placed in sub-sections 

looking at the data I found on the GOV.UK website. 

However, this is where GOV.UK come into their own because, although a little difficult to find, the 

data and statistics for LAC related complaints can be accessed.  These statistics do not cover the 

information supplied by FOI answers because they do not cover complaints filed directly against child 

social services or social workers. 

Is there a reason that complaints made directly against child social services and social workers are 

not published? 

At the time of writing this I still have not found anything on the other 3 government websites that 

make up the U.K. For Scotland, Wales and Northern Ireland I can only use the statistics supplied by 

the FOI requests. 

Complaints and allegations total by year from the GOV.UK website data packets. Plus number of 

recorded incidents of children physically restrained by foster carers. 

 

2012-13 = 1,855 allegations and 1,645 complaints. 1,120 incidents of physical restraint. 

2013-14 = 2,315 allegations and 1,625 complaints. 1,230 incidents of physical restraint. 

2014-15 = 2,420 allegations and 1,550 complaints. 1,025 incidents of physical restraint. 

2015-16 = 2,450 allegations and 1,470 complaints. 1,040 incidents of physical restraint. 

2016-17 = 2,525 allegations and 1,530 complaints. 1,280 incidents of physical restraint. 

2017-18 = 2,445 allegations and 1,500 complaints. 1,205 incidents of physical restraint. 

2018-19 = 2,705 allegations and  1,435 complaints. 995 incidents of physical restraint. 
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There are recorded more than 1,000 more reported allegations from looked after children each year 

than number of complaints. 

It is unclear if the reported incidents of physical restraint are included within the allegations, 

although they appear to be separate. 

Over half of the total allegations made by looked after children each year result in no further action 

taken. Just under a quarter of all allegations conclude with concerns remain, refer to fostering panel 

for review. There is nothing to say what happens at these reviews. 

Around half the total of all complaints are not upheld. 

There is no data to suggest what happens as a result of the physical restraint claims. 

As this report does not include number of referrals made to child social services in regards to 

children within the family home, or the outcome of the assessments undertaken I can not say if the 

figures just given are in line with children within the family home. However, a comparison between 

the two sections could be beneficial in working out the risk factors for children within the care 

system. 

Where FOI answers are concerned. Before even half of the councils responded there were more 

complaints filed against child SS than number of children removed by SS each year. This would 

suggest that if every council answered there would be more logged complaints against child SS than 

number of children in care each year. This is without considering the number of complaints that are 

not logged on the system. 
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2015-2016 statistics for allegations and complaints from the GOV.UK website. 

 

The below screenshot is also from GOV.UK website showing totals spanning between 2014/15 to 

2018/19. 

Physical restraint by foster carers against looked after children is a breach of the child's human rights 

as well as being against the very rules’ child social services and the government impose on parents. 

There is no data to say if these incidents are perpetrated by the same foster carers year after year. 

Nothing to say if the placements are barred from having any further children. Nothing to indicate if 

the victim of abuse on upheld cases are moved placements. 

Does anyone take notice of these figures? 

When the evidence shows around the same or higher numbers year after year why hasn't something 

been done already to protect the children who are supposed to be in the care of the local 

government? 
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1945 – The first child abuse inquiry 

The first formal child death inquiry took place in England in 1945 into the death of Dennis O'Neill, 

who was killed at the age of 12 by his foster father. (NSPCC history of child protection) 

The very first child abuse inquiry took place because a foster father killed a child in his care. 

Since at least the 1880's there has been some form of child social services. Around 200 years of 

children being removed from parents for a multitude of reasons, including poverty or risk of harm, 

placed into foster families and then once supposedly safe subjected to abuse in its many forms. 

The fact that there is a section allocated specifically to child exploitation in the statistical data 

for children in care is horrifying because it proves unequivocally that child social services 

and the government are aware that children being looked after by the local authority are at 
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risk of sexual abuse. The data above only covers 2014 – 15 with other years not showing 

information. 

As you can see from the above screenshot after 2015 the only data recorded for public 

viewing is the considered risks. Just to clarify exactly what this subject matter includes I have 

taken the following screenshot from the glossary section of the reports I obtained the data 

from. 

 

This section of the report deals with complaints against child social services. Foster carers are 

in the employ of social services and as such complaints against them are as important as 

complaints made directly against child SS. 

The reason for clarifying the terminology of definition regarding risk of child sexual 

exploitation actually has nothing to do with the subject matter and everything to do with the 

terminology definition of the word risk. I am in no way downplaying the seriousness of CSE. 
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See below screenshot: Referring to the illegal use of clairvoyance unless for entertainment 

purposes. Using terms like potential future: harm, risk of abuse in any form, without 

undeniable proof that this will happen at some point in the future (which is impossible). 

Stating a parent cannot change in time to be of benefit to the child. (Never giving a time 

frame) is by definition of the Fraudulent Mediums Act 1951 breaking the law and is 

punishable by a fine or custodial sentence. 

Although statistical evidence regarding nature of complaints made towards child social 

services does not include reason for complaints there are many online forums, groups, blogs 

and media. Covering personal accounts and testimony regarding parents interaction, 

subjectification, humiliation and complaints surrounding their involvement with child SS. 

Many of the posts deal with the impossibility of parents to disprove potential risk. I'm sure 

you've heard the term social workers crystal ball method. Simply put SS will tell the court etc 

that the parent cannot change in time to be of benefit to the child or children or that there is a 

potential risk to the child if left with the parent. 

The terminology above would seem to back up these parental claims as by their own volition 

they state that the risk does not need to be confirmed by other professionals. However, when 

the tables are turned and it is the foster carer, secure unit, children's home, social worker or 
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child SS who could be the “RISK” to the child the definition of the word risk changes and 

complaints, etc. are written off or the person making the complaint / allegation is served with 

a gagging order. 

When looking at statistical evidence we cannot ignore evidence from other sources just 

because there are no spreadsheets or excel files. Factors that can alter statistical data to 

prejudice results also need to be given some consideration. Especially as there are no records 

kept in regard to many of the complaints laid against child SS. 

Looking at the news reports regarding historical claims of abuse within the care system, 

reports written to back up these claims and in some incidents victim statements. I believe 

there is a substantial number of complaints from both LAC and their birth families, other 

professionals and even in some cases social workers that are written off and not logged even 

though the complaints / allegations are valid and there is significant risk of harm to children 

within the care system. 

I also believe that there were significant indicators, complaints, concerns raised at the time 

during these historic and well documented failures to protect children in care although I 

cannot give you statistical evidence to back up my belief. Furthermore, I believe that many 

members of society are or would be raising the same kinds of concerns regarding treatment 

of children within the care of the local authority if they were not scared of SS and gagging 

orders. 

 

As previously stated in this report the whole child protection system has been set up to 

eliminate the chances of parents or other concerned professionals from being able to speak 

out or complain about the inadequacies within the system, misinformation and lies, parental 

alienation, abuse within the system on all levels and most importantly protection of children 

once in the care system. 

 

Conclusion: 

Research is needed to find out if the majority of children are safer at home or in the care system. 

Understanding if looked after children simply stop complaining when their complaints and 

allegations are not upheld or listened to would also help identify if the numbers above are a true 

representation of the state of the care system. As would knowing how long these children have been 

in care before they started or stopped making allegations and complaints. 

It is also worth noting that over 50% of the allegations made by children in care is relating to the 

category of physical abuse. 
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Research is also needed to establish how widespread these issues are across the UK care system and 

if every complaint is recorded or if some complaints are kept off file. i.e., are verbal complaints 

logged, if so what types. Does a complaint have to be in writing or through a 3rd party before it is 

logged? 

Where FOI request numbers are concerned it would be good to know how many of these complaints 

are from former / birth parents of looked after children. If there is a difference between complaints 

made against a specific social worker compared to child social services as a whole. What category 

these complaints fall into. 

Some data is better than none because it gives people a starting point but at the same time with the 

way these statistics are reported they also leave scope for interpretation. 

Is the category of abuse alleged or complained about by the looked after child worse than the reason 

they were removed from their parents? 
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How many LAC have run away or disappeared in your area each year 

for the past 10 years? 
 

These statistics started to be reported in 2015. Some local authorities have supplied data prior to 

2015, although there are no governmental statistics to check against. 

There also seems to be some resistance from some areas regarding providing this information either 

to the government or via FOI. 

Furthermore, there are many discrepancies between FOI results and government data. This mean 

interpretation of the information is difficult. 

The government and local authorities class and run away or disappeared episodes as missing.  Under 

the category of missing there are two different sets of statistics. 

The first being the number of children who have gone missing from foster care and the second is the 

number of incidents as some of these children go missing on multiple occasions. 

A further complication is that some of the FOI responses cover the total number of incidents, and 

some only cover the number of children. As such for this report I will work primarily on the number 

of children that went missing. However, I will include data on both statistics where possible. 

It should be mentioned that even when FOI request answers are for number of children and not total 

incidents the statistics can still differ from the information supplied on the GOV.UK statistics. 

These statistics are still classed as experimental on the official government site. 
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Year 2015-16 data was missing from the above data source. Below is the information for the missing 

year from above. 

Seeing as this information is available from the official government website, I wonder why it was 

missing from the above excel file.   

UK.GOV statistics. 

2013 = 3,325 children but 9,765 incidents 
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2014 = 4,245 children but 13,300 incidents 

2015 = 5,055 children but 17,175 incidents 

2016 = 3,055 children but 10,640 incidents 

2017 = 6,925 children but 30,380 incidents 

2018 = 6,835 children but 30,615 incidents 

2019 = 6,395 children but 27,085 incidents 

It is worth pointing out that the total time missing statistics are completely useless because the totals 

do not add up to either total above. 

Total time missing is separated into four categories. Less than 24 hours, 1 to 6 days, 1 week to 28 

days and longer than 28 days. 

2013 total time missing 3,340 data records. 6425 incidents not recorded. 

2014 total time missing 4,245 data records. 9055 incidents not recorded. 

2015 total time missing 5,060 data records. 12115 incidents not recorded. 

2016 total time missing 3,055 data records 7585 incidents not recorded. 

2017 total time missing 6,925 data records. 23455 incidents not recorded. 

2018 total time missing 6,835 data records. 23780 incidents not recorded. 

2019 total time missing 6,395 data records. 20690 incidents not recorded. 

It would appear that only the first missing incident is recorded but this doesn't make sense because 

to understand trends, patterns etc you would need to know all pertinent data. What if the first time 

the child went missing it was for around 8 hours, but the second time was a month? 

How many of these children are still missing? Are they only counted as missing until SS know where 

they are, even if they are not returned to their placement? 

In 2017 and 2018 there was almost as many total number of missing incidents as new children taken 

into care.   

There are 9 categories under primary reason for going missing. These are as follows: bullying, 

involvement in offending behaviour, substance misuse, contact with friends and family, alleged abuse 

within the foster home, because they are an asylum seeker, suspected sexual exploitation, any other 

known reason and reason unknown. 

There are no statistics for 2013. the remaining totals for all primary reasons are as follows: 2014 = 

12890, 2015 = 17085, 2016 = 2760, 2017 = 6920, 2018 = 6840 and 2019 = 6400. 

Again, you will notice that these totals do not add up to the total number of missing incident. As 

such, there is no way to know which main reason is behind any of the missing incidents. 
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Looking at the numbers given it is easy to believe that the main reason for missing incidents is to see 

family and friends, but what if those visits are to request help over abuse within the foster 

placement. 

Is being an asylum seeker the only reason these children went missing? 

To make matters worse if you look at the GOV statistics reported 2018 the above numbers differ 

significantly. However, these statistics do not give the same number of details as the above data 

packet. 

2015 = 6130 children and 28700 incidents. 

2016 = 8660 children and 42890 incidents 

2017 = 10720 children and 60870 incidents 

2018 = 11530 children and 70250 incidents 

Please note on the government data packet it states that these statistics are experimental based on 

data collected for the first time in 2015 and should be treated with caution. Furthermore, figures are 

not comparable between years. 

Yet on a different data file same year the numbers drop, did they suddenly decide not as many 

children went missing and there were less occasions of missing children? 

Children still missing on 31 March. 

2015 = 140. 2016 = 210. 2017 = 290 and 2018 = 340. 

Total time missing was recorded for every incident. 

Why are these numbers not fully reported in a different data packet if they have the statistics and the 

statistics account for every missing incident? 

Stupid question. How does a child under the age of 1 go missing from care? 

Below are screenshots from both data files. 
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It is worth pointing out here that when a looked after child moves area, they remain under the 

original areas child social services domain. As such a child moved from Surrey to Glasgow remains 

the responsibility of Surrey. 
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How can the original area in this instance Surrey properly maintain the care they are responsible for 

when the child is in Glasgow and with so many children being moved areas is it not surprising that so 

many children go missing. Especially, when so many of these looked are children are filing their own 

complaints and allegations. 

When so many looked after children are being shipped around the UK and in some cases outside the 

UK then I would expect far greater numbers of complaints from the children's birth families. Is this 

another example of social services using servitude and breaking other human rights like freedom of 

expression to quiet the parents and families of looked after children? 

Using the latest statistical information from the Gov.UK website there are 3 years of data on 

unauthorised absence from placements, which appear to be separate from the missing children 

information. There is no information to explain the difference between these two subjects. 

As this data comes through in a different format than the other statistical data files possibly due to 

be new data, I will cover this topic year by year with screenshots for clarity. 

 

2018. 

According to the latest figures from GOV.UK total number of children being looked after 31 March 

2018 is 75370.  These statistics also state that in total 104250 children were looked after during 2018 

Total number of children away from placement without authorisation 31 March 2018 is 3870 with 50 

still AWOL.   Total number of incidents is 15670. 
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2019 

 

 

According to the latest figures from GOV.UK total number of children being looked after 31 March 

2019 is 78140.  These statistics also state that in total 106630 children were looked after during 

2019. 

Total number of children away from placement without authorisation 31 March 2019 is 3600 with 40 

still AWOL.   Total number of incidents is 13610. 10 of those AWOL were under a year old. Do these 

numbers include mother and baby placements? 

2020 
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According to the latest figures from GOV.UK total number of children being looked after 31 March 

2020 is 80080.  These statistics also state that in total 108630 children were looked after during 

2020. 

Total number of children away from placement without authorisation 31 March 2019 is 3390 with 60 

still AWOL.   Total number of incidents is 13700. 

 

Conclusion. 

With the away from placement without authorization separate from the missing children numbers 

there is obviously something wrong with the system. 

Why has no-one flagged these numbers previously? 

Where is the data on missing and away from placement without authorisation from Scotland, 

Northern Ireland and Wales? 

Does anyone read these governmental statistics? 

There aren’t any FOI responses to away from placement without authorisation because I didn't know 

to ask the question. I asked for disappeared or run-away totals and got told they use the term 

missing, which, is a separate statistic to this one.   

Different data packets from the same year can report significantly different numbers on the same 

subject. 

Without knowing which, if any, data packet is correct it is impossible to compare FOI requests to 

government statistics. 
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How many LAC have died of any cause in your area each year for the 

past 10 years? 
 

Not surprisingly the information on this subject is withheld in a lot of FOI requests and on the 

GOV.UK website because they believe by giving a number under 5 or 10 means that people could 

identify the child or children who died. 

Things like <5 or C are used to ensure no one can identify the child or children. 

Undeterred, I will provide the information I have received alongside information from the office of 

national statistics. The ONS have statistics on all deaths, so the numbers include all deaths between 

the ages of birth (0) to 18. 

Child social services looked after children statistics cover from birth (0) to 18, when, the individual is 

moved to the 18+ team, covered by adult social services. 

According to the GOV.UK data packet information I could find the number of looked after children 

who ceased to be looked after because they died is as follows. 

2015 = 50 

2016 = 40 

2017 = 40 

2018 = 50 

2019 = 50 

When you take into consideration that the average number of children who ceased being looked 

after during these years was approx. 30,000 these numbers look incredibly small. 

The ONS data, which includes deaths of non-residents and covers England and Wales are as follows. 

2015 = 529,655 

2016 = 525,048 

2017 = 533,253 

2018 = 541,589 

2019 = 530,841 

When looking at these numbers the reported numbers of deaths within the care system in England 

each year are less than 1%. 

However, I am minded that there are a significant number of reported substance abuse cases within 

the government statistics on looked after children as well as many allegations of abuse by these 

children. There are also significant numbers of children who are on the books of one local authority 
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yet live in the area of a different local authority, sometimes many miles apart. There are reported 

cases of children still missing or away from placement without authorisation on 31 March each year. 

That the missing and away from placement without authorisation statistics are no longer counted if 

the local authority knows where the child is supposed to be and as such the numbers still missing or 

AWOL could be much higher. Plus, as some local authorities do not pass on all information to the 

government, we do not have a clear picture of actual statistics. Finally, with so many statistical errors 

found in the documentation again these numbers could be higher. 

It is my hope that the government figures are correct. 
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Brief history of child social services. 
 

Timeline 

Legislation to prosecute people accused of child cruelty has been in force since the 1880s. Over time 

a range of factors, including some high-profile child abuse deaths and subsequent inquiries, have 

contributed to the development of the child protection system we have in the UK today. 

Now, statutory child protection guidance across the UK is regularly reviewed and updated in 

consultation with stakeholders. 

1945 – The first child abuse inquiry 

The first formal child death inquiry took place in England in 1945 into the death of Dennis O'Neill, 

who was killed at the age of 12 by his foster father. 

1946 – Curtis committee and Clyde committee 

The Care of Children Committee, led by Dame Myra Curtis, investigated and made recommendations 

about how care was provided for children who weren’t able to live with their own parents or 

relatives in England and Wales. 

James L. Clyde led the Committee on Homeless Children in Scotland, which had a similar remit. 

The recommendations of both committees contributed to the development of the 1948 Children Act. 

1948 – Children Act 

The Children Act 1948 (no longer available online) set out new support measures for children across 

the UK. Under the Act, local authorities had a duty to provide care for any child whose parents were 

unable to care for them, if this was in the child’s best interests. 

1973 – Reforms made to the child protection system 

At the age of 7, Maria Colwell was killed by her stepfather after being returned home from foster 

care. The public inquiry that followed her death found that Maria had been failed by the child 

protection system. 

The need to improve the system contributed to the development of stronger measures to enable 

professionals working with children to recognise and respond to child abuse and neglect, including 

the Children Act 1975. 
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1975 – Children Act 

The Children Act 1975 built on the 1945 Act and highlighted the importance of children’s welfare. It 

also established the role of an independent social worker who would ensure the best interests of the 

child during court proceedings. 

1984 – The transformation of child protection services 

Further changes to child protection legislation were prompted partly by the inquiries into more child 

deaths, including 4-year-old Jasmine Beckford who was killed by her stepfather after being returned 

home from care. 

1989 – Children Act for England and Wales 

The Children Act 1989 established the legislative framework for the current child protection system 

in England and Wales. It sets out the paramountcy principle – that the welfare of the child should be 

the court’s main consideration. 

1990 – United Nations Convention on the Rights of the Child 

The UK signed the United Nations Convention on the Rights of the Child (UNCRC), which sets out the 

rights of every child in the world to survive, grow, participate and fulfil their potential. 

1995 – Children Order and Act for Northern Ireland and Scotland 

The Children (Northern Ireland) Order 1995 and the Children (Scotland) Act 1995 established the 

legislative framework for the current child protection systems in Northern Ireland and Scotland. 

1997 – Criminal records checks 

Part V of the Police Act 1997 established a centralised system of criminal records checks across the 

UK. 

1999 – Devolution 

Since 1999 the process of devolution has seen power and responsibility transferred from the Houses 

of Parliament in Westminster to national governments in Northern Ireland, Scotland and Wales. 

2000 – Major changes in child protection policies 

The death of 8-year-old Victoria Climbié, following abuse and neglect by her great-aunt and great-

aunt’s boyfriend, led to Lord Laming’s report (Laming, L., 2003).1 This report contributed to sweeping 

changes to the way children's services were structured in England and Wales. 

Three-year-old Kennedy McFarlane was killed by her mother’s boyfriend when he hit her, leading her 

to crash into the leg of a bed. Her death led to the Scottish education minister, Jack McConnell, 

announcing a review of child protection in Scotland (Scottish Executive, 2002).2 

 

https://www.legislation.gov.uk/ukpga/1975/72/contents
https://www.legislation.gov.uk/ukpga/1989/41/contents
https://www.ohchr.org/EN/ProfessionalInterest/Pages/CRC.aspx
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/nisi/1995/755/contents
https://www.legislation.gov.uk/ukpga/1995/36/contents
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/ukpga/1997/50/part/V


 

FAMILY LIVES MATTER ANN-MARIE ROBSON 

 

FAMILY LIVES MATTER 

2001 – First Children’s Commissioner 

The Children's Commissioner for Wales Act 2001 created the first children’s commissioner post in the 

UK. 

2002 – Reforms to child protection legislation 

Holly Wells and Jessica Chapman, both aged 10, were killed by Ian Huntley, their school caretaker. He 

had previously been investigated by police for crimes including burglary, indecent assault and rape. 

Following his conviction, an inquiry led by Michael Bichard recommended the development of a 

system where people are appropriately vetted before working with children. This led to the 

strengthening of legislation across the UK to protect children from adults who pose a risk to them, 

including the Safeguarding Vulnerable Groups Act 2006 in England, Northern Ireland and Wales, and 

the Safeguarding Vulnerable Groups (Northern Ireland) Order and Protection of Vulnerable Groups 

(Scotland) Act.  

2003 – National guidance and Children’s Commissioner in Northern Ireland, Children and Young 

People’s Commissioner for Scotland 

The statutory guidance Cooperating to safeguard children and young people was published 

in Northern Ireland, to set out requirements for safeguarding children in the statutory, private, 

independent, community, voluntary and faith sectors (Department of Health, Social Services and 

Public Safety, 2002).3 

Northern Ireland created the post of Commissioner for Children and Young People (NICCY). 

The Commissioner for Children and Young People (Scotland) Act 2003 established the role of 

Children and Young People’s Commissioner in Scotland. 

2004 – Children Act, UNCRC 

The Children Act 2004, informed by Lord Laming’s report, established a Children’s Commissioner 

in England (the last of the UK nations to appoint one); created Local Safeguarding Children's Boards 

(LSCBs) in England and Wales; and placed a duty on local authorities in England to appoint a director 

of children’s services and an elected lead member for children’s services, who is ultimately 

accountable for the delivery of services. 

The Welsh Government formally adopted the United Nations Convention on the Rights of the Child 

(UNCRC) (Welsh Government, 2019).4 

http://www.legislation.gov.uk/ukpga/2001/18/contents
https://www.legislation.gov.uk/ukpga/2006/47/contents
https://www.legislation.gov.uk/nisi/2007/1351/contents
https://www.legislation.gov.uk/asp/2007/14/contents
https://www.legislation.gov.uk/asp/2007/14/contents
https://www.legislation.gov.uk/asp/2003/17/contents
https://www.legislation.gov.uk/ukpga/2004/31/contents
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2006 – Safeguarding Vulnerable Groups Act and GIRFEC 

The Safeguarding Vulnerable Groups Act 2006 was passed in England, Northern 

Ireland and Wales following the recommendations of the inquiry into the events surrounding the 

deaths of Holly Wells and Jessica Chapman in 2002. 

Scotland’s Minister for Children published a review of the Children’s Hearing System, entitled Getting 

it right for every child (GIRFEC) (PDF), highlighting a dramatic increase in identified children with 

multiple needs (Creegan, C., Henderson, G., and King, C., 2006).5 

Working together to safeguard children (PDF), the statutory guidance for child protection in England, 

was first published (Department for Education (DfE), 2010).6 

2007 – Protection of Vulnerable Groups in Northern Ireland and Scotland 

The Protection of Vulnerable Groups (Scotland) Act 2007 and Protection of Safeguarding Vulnerable 

Groups (Northern Ireland) Order 2007 were passed. 

2008 –The case of Peter Connelly (Baby P) 

The death of 1-year-old Peter Connelly (Baby P) following abuse and neglect by his mother, her 

boyfriend and her boyfriend’s brother, led to further reviews of social service care in England by Lord 

Laming, with the House of Commons debating the case. 

Lord Laming’s The protection of children in England: a progress report (PDF) made 58 

recommendations for child protection reforms (Laming, L., 2009).7 

2010 – Working together guidance first published 

Minister for Children and Families, Tim Loughton, announced that Local Safeguarding Boards 

in England should publish the overview report and executive summary of all case reviews initiated on 

or after 10 June 2010. 

The Secretary of State for Education, Michael Gove, also commissioned Professor Eileen Munro to 

conduct an independent review of child protection in England. 

2011 – Munro review in England, Safeguarding Boards and UNOCINI in Northern Ireland, and 

children's rights in Wales 

Professor Munro’s report A child-centred system (PDF) sets out recommendations to “help to reform 

the child protection system from being over-bureaucratised and concerned with compliance to one 

that keeps a focus on children, checking whether they are being effectively helped, and adapting 

when problems are identified” (Munro, E., and Department for Education, 2011).8 This led to a 

review of the statutory child protection guidance in England. 

http://www.legislation.gov.uk/ukpga/2006/47/section/1
https://web.archive.org/web/20130207055308/www.scotland.gov.uk/Resource/Doc/113343/0027458.pdf
https://web.archive.org/web/20130207055308/www.scotland.gov.uk/Resource/Doc/113343/0027458.pdf
http://webarchive.nationalarchives.gov.uk/20100704210511/http:/publications.dcsf.gov.uk/eOrderingDownload/00305-2010DOM-EN.PDF
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/asp/2007/14/contents
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/nisi/2007/1351/contents
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/nisi/2007/1351/contents
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/328117/The_Protection_of_Children_in_England.pdf
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/175391/Munro-Review.pdf
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The Safeguarding Board Act (Northern Ireland) 2011 set out the law for the creation of a new 

regional Safeguarding Board for Northern Ireland and the establishment of five Safeguarding Panels. 

The Understanding the needs of children in Northern Ireland (UNOCINI) (PDF) guidance was 

published to enable practitioners working with children to better meet the needs of children and 

their families (Department of Health, 2011).9 

To ensure children’s rights are included in all policy making in Wales, the Welsh Government made 

the United Nations Convention on the Rights of the Child part of its domestic law through the Rights 

of Children and Young Persons (Wales) Measure. 

2012 – Operation Yewtree, Protection of Freedoms Act and Historical Institutional Abuse (HIA) 

Inquiry 

Operation Yewtree was set up by the Metropolitan Police Service to investigate sexual abuse 

allegations against Jimmy Savile and others. 

The Protection of Freedoms Act 2012 in England and Wales set out the requirements for vetting and 

barring checks for adults who are working or volunteering with children, whilst being supervised by 

someone else. 

The Northern Ireland Executive agreed the terms of reference for its Historical Institutional Abuse 

Inquiry (the HIA Inquiry) and appointed Sir Anthony Hart as chair. 

2013 – Review of sexual exploitation in Rochdale and updates to Working together guidance in 

England  

The independent review into child sexual exploitation (CSE) in Rochdale examined the council’s 

response to issues around child sexual exploitation (CSE), after 47 girls were identified as victims of 

CSE (Klonowski, A., 2013).10 

A new version of Working together to safeguard children (PDF) was published in England, informed 

by the Munro review (DfE, 2013).11 

2014 – National legislation and guidance in Scotland and Wales and Jay report 

The Social Services and Well-being (Wales) Act 2014 provided Wales with its own legislative 

framework for social services for children and adults. 

Section 130 of the Act requires “relevant partners” of a local authority to inform the local authority if 

they have reasonable cause to suspect a child is at risk of experiencing abuse, neglect or other types 

of harm. 

https://www.legislation.gov.uk/nia/2011/7/contents
https://www.health-ni.gov.uk/sites/default/files/publications/dhssps/unocini-guidance.pdf
https://www.ohchr.org/EN/ProfessionalInterest/Pages/CRC.aspx
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/mwa/2011/2/contents/enacted
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/mwa/2011/2/contents/enacted
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/ukpga/2012/9/part/5?view=extent
https://webarchive.nationalarchives.gov.uk/20130403204422/https:/www.education.gov.uk/publications/eOrderingDownload/Working%20Together%202013.pdf
https://www.legislation.gov.uk/anaw/2014/4/contents
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Under Section 145 it gives powers to Welsh Ministers to issue codes of practice providing guidance, 

objectives and requirements on local authorities’ provision of social services. 

The Children and Young People (Scotland) Act 2014 aimed to strengthen the rights of children and 

young people in Scotland. It provided extra support for children in care and care leavers and created 

systems to identify and respond to child welfare concerns at an early stage. 

The National guidance for child protection in Scotland was published to provide a statutory 

framework for agencies and practitioners working together to safeguard children (Scottish 

Government, 2014).12 

Professor Alexis Jay led an independent inquiry into child sexual abuse in Rotherham. The report 

estimated that 1,400 children in Rotherham had been sexually abused between 1997 and 2013. Most 

of the victims were White British children, and most of the perpetrators were from minority ethnic 

communities. 

2015 – Abuse inquiries in England, Wales and Scotland, legislation in Northern Ireland and FGM 

reporting in England and Wales 

The Independent Inquiry into Child Sexual Abuse in England and Wales (IICSA) officially launched to 

consider the growing evidence of institutional failures to protect children from child sexual abuse 

(IICSA, 2018).13 

The Scottish Child Abuse Inquiry began investigating the abuse of children in care in Scotland. 

The Children’s Services Co-operation Act (Northern Ireland) 2015 required public authorities to 

contribute to the wellbeing of children and young people in regards to physical and mental health, 

learning and achievement and living conditions. 

Section 74 of the Serious Crime Act 2015 placed a mandatory reporting duty on regulated health and 

social care professionals and teachers in England and Wales to make a report to the police if: 

• they are informed by a child that they have undergone female genital mutilation (FGM) 

• they observe physical signs that an act of FGM may have been carried out on a child. 

2016 – Football Association inquiries 

The Football Association (FA) launched an internal review into child abuse following allegations of 

child abuse (FA, 2017).14 

http://www.legislation.gov.uk/asp/2014/8/contents/enacted
https://www.gov.scot/publications/national-guidance-child-protection-scotland/
https://www.iicsa.org.uk/
https://www.childabuseinquiry.scot/
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/nia/2015/10/contents/enacted
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/ukpga/2015/9/section/74/enacted
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The Scottish FA produced an interim report of the independent review of sexual abuse in Scottish 

football (PDF) which addresses a large number of issues and made 96 recommendations for change 

(Scottish Football Association, 2018).15 

2017 – UK wide protection from online pornography, social care acts in England and Wales and 

guidance and an inquiry report in Northern Ireland 

The Digital Economy Act 2017 extended protection from online pornography by allowing sites which 

display pornography to children to be blocked in the UK. 

The Children and Social Work Act 2017 made several reforms to the child protection system 

in England. It established the Child Safeguarding Practice Review Panel to review and report on 

serious child protection cases and replaced the model of local safeguarding children’s boards (LSCBs) 

with local safeguarding partners. 

The Social Services and Well-being (Wales) Act 2014 provided Wales with its own framework for 

social services. 

The Department of Health in Northern Ireland published an update to the statutory 

guidance Cooperating to safeguard children and young people (Department of Health, 2017).16 

The Historical Institutional Abuse Inquiry (HIA) in Northern Ireland published its final report (HIA, 

2017).17 Recommendations included a public apology, a redress board, a compensation scheme and 

a statutory commissioner for survivors of institutional childhood abuse (COSICA). 

2018 – Updated guidance in England and Domestic Abuse Act in Scotland 

An updated version of Working together to safeguard children (Department for Education, 2018) was 

published for England, replacing Local safeguarding children boards (LSCBs) with safeguarding 

partner arrangements.18 

The Domestic Abuse (Scotland) Act 2018 made it a statutory aggravation for domestic abuse to 

involve or affect a child (this includes a child hearing, seeing or being present during an abusive 

incident). 

2019 – New guidance in Wales and UN rights in Scotland 

The Wales Safeguarding Procedures were published to provide guidance on safeguarding children 

and adults who are at risk of abuse and neglect (Wales Safeguarding Procedures Project Board, 

2019).19 

https://www.scottishfa.co.uk/media/4028/independent-review-of-sexual-abuse-in-scottish-football_interim-report.pdf
https://www.scottishfa.co.uk/media/4028/independent-review-of-sexual-abuse-in-scottish-football_interim-report.pdf
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/ukpga/2017/30/contents/enacted
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/ukpga/2017/16/contents/enacted
https://www.legislation.gov.uk/anaw/2014/4/contents
https://www.health-ni.gov.uk/publications/co-operating-safeguard-children-and-young-people-northern-ireland
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/working-together-to-safeguard-children--2
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/asp/2018/5/contents/enacted
https://www.safeguarding.wales/
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The Crown Prosecution Service (CPS) recognised breast flattening (the practice of using hard or 

heated objects to suppress or reverse the growth of breasts) as a form of child abuse 

in England and Wales (CPS, 2019).20 

The Scottish Government announced its intention to incorporate the United Nations Convention on 

the Rights of the Child (UNCRC) into Scottish law (Scottish Government, 2019).21 

2020 – Safeguarding during coronavirus and corporal punishment made illegal in Jersey, Scotland 

and Wales 

The conditions created by the coronavirus (COVID-19) pandemic meant that everyone working with 

children and families had to adapt the way they keep children safe. Governments in all four UK 

nations published a range of safeguarding and child protection guidance during the pandemic. 

In the States of Jersey, the Children and Education (Amendment) (Jersey) Law 2020 came into force 

in April 2020. This abolishes the defence of reasonable corporal punishment of a child. 

The Scottish Government abolished the defence of reasonable chastisement from November 2020 

under the Children (Equal Protection from Assault) (Scotland) Act 2019. 

The Welsh Government introduced the Children (Abolition of Defence of Reasonable Punishment) 

(Wales) Act), which will abolish the defence of reasonable punishment from 2022. 

The Disclosure Scotland Act 2020 received royal assent in July 2020. This aimed to improve the 

system for checking the criminal history of people who work with children in Scotland. 

Ref: History of child protection in the UK | NSPCC Learning Nspcc.org.uk 

 

https://www.gov.scot/news/strengthening-childrens-rights/
https://www.gov.scot/news/strengthening-childrens-rights/
https://learning.nspcc.org.uk/safeguarding-child-protection/coronavirus/
https://www.jerseylaw.je/laws/enacted/Pages/L-03-2020.aspx
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/asp/2019/16/enacted
http://www.senedd.assembly.wales/mgIssueHistoryHome.aspx?IId=24674
http://www.senedd.assembly.wales/mgIssueHistoryHome.aspx?IId=24674
https://www.legislation.gov.uk/asp/2020/13/contents/enacted
https://learning.nspcc.org.uk/child-protection-system/history-of-child-protection-in-the-uk
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Newspaper / News / Media articles on social services. 
 

Hundreds of children abused while in care of Lambeth council, inquiry finds | UK child abuse inquiry 

| The Guardian 

 

 

 

https://www.theguardian.com/uk-news/2021/jul/27/hundreds-of-children-abused-while-in-care-of-lambeth-council-inquiry-finds
https://www.theguardian.com/uk-news/2021/jul/27/hundreds-of-children-abused-while-in-care-of-lambeth-council-inquiry-finds
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Hundreds of trafficked children ‘lost’ by local authorities | Human trafficking | The Guardian 

 

https://www.theguardian.com/global-development/2018/dec/15/uk-care-system-failing-trafficked-children-lost-and-missing
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British social services allowed a young woman to be handed over in Islamic marriage to her abuse 

r and placed in "domestic slavery" - Market Research Telecast 

 

 

 

 

https://marketresearchtelecast.com/british-social-services-allowed-a-young-woman-to-be-handed-over-in-islamic-marriage-to-her-abuser-and-placed-in-domestic-slavery/115561/
https://marketresearchtelecast.com/british-social-services-allowed-a-young-woman-to-be-handed-over-in-islamic-marriage-to-her-abuser-and-placed-in-domestic-slavery/115561/
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Foster carer accused of abusing three children as council accept 'failings' - Liverpool Echo 

 

 

https://theworldnews.net/gb-news/wales-among-worst-in-the-world-for-children-in-state-care 

https://www.liverpoolecho.co.uk/news/liverpool-news/foster-carer-accused-abusing-three-21216603
https://theworldnews.net/gb-news/wales-among-worst-in-the-world-for-children-in-state-care
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Wales among worst in the world for children in state care (theworldnews.net) 

 

 

 

 

https://theworldnews.net/gb-news/wales-among-worst-in-the-world-for-children-in-state-care


 

FAMILY LIVES MATTER ANN-MARIE ROBSON 

 

FAMILY LIVES MATTER 

Inside hell of private children's homes with missing kids, rape and drugs - Mirror Online 

 

 

 

 

https://www.mirror.co.uk/news/uk-news/hell-private-kids-homes-vulnerable-22995562
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UK Gov’t: We ‘Accidentally’ Sold 10,000 Children To Child Traffickers - Prepare For Change 

 

 

 

https://prepareforchange.net/2018/07/23/uk-govt-we-accidentally-sold-10000-children-to-child-traffickers/
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20 years on from the Cleveland Child Sex Abuse Scandal - Teesside Live (gazettelive.co.uk) 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.gazettelive.co.uk/news/local-news/20-years-cleveland-child-sex-3729871
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Vulnerable children treated ‘like cattle’ in care home system | Children | The Guardian 

 

 

 

https://www.theguardian.com/society/2018/nov/10/vulnerable-children-treated-like-cattle-in-care-home-system
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Rotherham abuse: 'blatant' failures of care system condemned in report | Child protection | The 

Guardian 

 

 

 

 

https://www.theguardian.com/society/2014/aug/26/rotherham-abuse-report-blatant-failures-of-care-system-condemned
https://www.theguardian.com/society/2014/aug/26/rotherham-abuse-report-blatant-failures-of-care-system-condemned
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Children who have lived in care homes are at greater risk of suicide (nationalelfservice.net) 

 

 

 

https://www.nationalelfservice.net/mental-health/suicide/children-who-have-lived-in-care-homes-are-at-greater-risk-of-suicide/
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Childhood in UK care system makes you twice as likely to die earlier, study shows | Life expectancy | 

The Guardian 

 

 

 

 

https://www.theguardian.com/society/2020/may/24/childhood-in-uk-care-system-makes-you-twice-as-likely-to-die-earlier-study-shows
https://www.theguardian.com/society/2020/may/24/childhood-in-uk-care-system-makes-you-twice-as-likely-to-die-earlier-study-shows
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33 + named Children that have Died from Social Services Failures inc Haringey Baby P | No 2 Abuse 

 

 

 

Is there a link between the increase of children being removed and placed into care or adopted when 

national newspapers report on social services failings? 

 

 

 

http://www.no2abuse.com/index.php/articles/comments/33-children-that-have-died-from-social-services-failures-theres-many-more
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To Abuse or Not to Abuse - The Systematic Negative Conditioning of Children by Social Services | No 

2 Abuse 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.no2abuse.com/index.php/articles/comments/to-abuse-or-not-to-abuse-the-systematic-negative-conditioning-of-children-b
http://www.no2abuse.com/index.php/articles/comments/to-abuse-or-not-to-abuse-the-systematic-negative-conditioning-of-children-b
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Report on the deaths of looked after children in Scotland 2012-18.pdf (careinspectorate.com) 

 

 

 

https://www.careinspectorate.com/images/documents/5499/Report%20on%20the%20deaths%20of%20looked%20after%20children%20in%20Scotland%202012-18.pdf
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Care services too focused on investigating families in crisis, says review - BBC News 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/health-57502390
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We are failing children in care – and they are dying on our streets | Louise Tickle | The Guardian 

 

 

 

https://www.theguardian.com/cities/2019/nov/11/we-are-failing-children-in-care-and-they-are-dying-on-our-streets
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Bradford authorities apologise for 'failing to protect' victims of child sexual exploitation | ITV News 

Calendar 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Social workers missed signs to save toddler stamped to death by mother | Child protection | The 

Guardian 

https://www.itv.com/news/calendar/2021-07-27/child-sexual-exploitation-bradford-authorities-apologise-after-damning-report
https://www.itv.com/news/calendar/2021-07-27/child-sexual-exploitation-bradford-authorities-apologise-after-damning-report
https://www.theguardian.com/society/2017/sep/05/social-workers-missed-signs-to-save-toddler-stamped-to-death-by-mother
https://www.theguardian.com/society/2017/sep/05/social-workers-missed-signs-to-save-toddler-stamped-to-death-by-mother
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Why did it take a child's death to reveal adoption system failings? | Stanley Mason | The Guardian 

 

https://www.theguardian.com/society/2018/aug/23/social-workers-adoption-system-failings
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Children taken from parents and adopted ‘to meet ministry targets’ | The Times 

 

https://www.thetimes.co.uk/article/children-taken-from-parents-and-adopted-to-meet-ministry-targets-bkvjq6fdg0z
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Powys suicide foster teen 'failed' ahead of leaving care - BBC News 

 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk-wales-mid-wales-43049144


 

FAMILY LIVES MATTER ANN-MARIE ROBSON 

 

FAMILY LIVES MATTER 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Living in Children's Homes Research report (publishing.service.gov.uk) 

 

https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/184079/DFE-RR201.pdf
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Foster daughter who was abused by 'Britain's most sadistic mother' found dead aged 35 | Daily Mail 

Online 

 

https://www.dailymail.co.uk/news/article-8793541/Foster-daughter-abused-sadistic-mother-dead-aged-35.html
https://www.dailymail.co.uk/news/article-8793541/Foster-daughter-abused-sadistic-mother-dead-aged-35.html
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Brothers and sisters split up by the care system - BBC News 

 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk-scotland-51385164
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Thousands of siblings split up in care system - BBC News 

 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk-51095939
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Teens in unregulated homes face 'organised abuse' - BBC News 

 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk-49673455


 

FAMILY LIVES MATTER ANN-MARIE ROBSON 

 

FAMILY LIVES MATTER 

 

 

 

 

 

 

'Alarm bells' over private equity foster care firms, councils warn - BBC News 

 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk-england-49450405
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Council 'just left me' in abuser's care - BBC News 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk-england-hampshire-47752075
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Birmingham council 'failed to investigate' care abuse claim - BBC News 

 

 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk-england-birmingham-47559692
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Children in care ‘unnecessarily criminalised’ - BBC News 

 

 

 

 

 

Agony of fighting for my child in the courts...by a family lawyer | Daily Mail Online 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk-46608520
https://www.dailymail.co.uk/femail/article-9916813/Agony-fighting-child-courts-family-lawyer.html
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Why do we separate the mother and child victims of domestic abuse? | Louise Tickle | The Guardian 

 

 

https://www.theguardian.com/society/2018/nov/20/separate-mother-child-victims-domestic-abuse
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Domestic abuse and child protection: women’s experience of social work intervention | Iriss 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.iriss.org.uk/resources/insights/domestic-abuse-and-child-protection-womens-experience-social-work-intervention
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Posters attacking Worcestershire Children's Services appear in Worcester and Malvern | Worcester 

News 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.worcesternews.co.uk/news/19533821.posters-attacking-worcestershire-childrens-services-appear-worcester-malvern/
https://www.worcesternews.co.uk/news/19533821.posters-attacking-worcestershire-childrens-services-appear-worcester-malvern/
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Overall conclusion. 
 

Looking at all the information and statistics I have gathered during the research of this report I have 

to agree that the childcare system within the UK is in crisis. 

However, this appears to be a crisis of its own making. Children are being removed from families, 

generally those who are classed as lower classed or poor using probability of future harm, (crystal 

ball method) emotional and mental abuse more than physical and sexual abuse. 

During the pandemic the numbers of children removed from families was, in some areas, the highest 

number of children removed in a decade. 

That there are inconsistencies between FOI responses and government findings as well as 

inconsistencies within different statistical reports in governmental findings. 

Although, I have not found absolute proof, it would appear that after national news reporting on 

social services failings leading to the death of a child the number of children removed from families 

increases within a year or two of the events. 

Parents and looked after children's concerns, complaints and allegations are not being fully reported 

to the government and even those that have a higher % of not upheld results. 

Looked after children go missing or are away from placement without authorisation a staggering 

number of times each year. Which, in turn adds strain to the police force. 

Siblings are generally separated from each other within the care system, which is fracturing families 

even further than if they were kept together. 

There are no statistics on the effects of a child being placed into care or on the parents left behind. 

Which means that there is no cause and effect statistics to evaluate if the care system is doing more 

harm than good or the repercussions on other governmental agencies such as health and benefits. 

It would be interesting to know just how much money is being spent each year not just in removing 

children (care system as a whole, court fees etc.) but also on benefits, health etc as a result of that 

removal. If as I suspect these numbers range in the millions, wouldn't it be more cost effective to 

spend money helping these families stay together? 

Domestic abuse as opposed to child abuse seems to constitute the majority of child social services 

involvement within families and yet from everything I have researched (not all included in this 

report) social workers seem inadequately trained in helping the parent who is the victim of domestic 

abuse. Victim blaming and expecting a DV victim to basically police the abuser is a normal part of 

how SS work. The perpetrator of the DV abuse is rarely, if ever taken to task by SS. SS will state that 

they told the victim of DV to leave the situation on numerous occasions and that the victim went 

back to the abuser. What they don't say is that they don't actually tell the victim to leave, they may 

suggest it, but they do not offer practical or emotional help to achieve this. Nor do they offer help to 

maintain it. I can supply a detailed horror story of how SS failed to protect a mother and children 

from DV, which led to them having no choice but to return to the family home and which was later 

used against the mother in court without an explanation of the events. As this event was known 
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openly in the area by everyone, including the schools the children attended I have not included it in 

this report to protect the identity of the children. 

As a result, both parents are treated as abusers and this is then used in court to remove the children. 

This creates a further issue because there are also staggering numbers of parents pressured into 

voluntarily signing their children over to social services to protect the children and then these 

children are not returned to the parent. Some remain in care whilst others are adopted. 

The victims of domestic abuse are being further victimised by child social services. 

Can't social services look after the children of these victims’ short term and help the abused parent 

get away from the abuser, get back on their feet and give them their children back instead of 

victimising and abusing the parent further? 

Social services areas would appear to use different criteria as to how a parent should parent their 

children and there are also cases where different social workers within the same area have differing 

opinions. 

Looked after children are carted around and a high number of these have more than one placement 

during their time in care. Social workers for these children also change on a regular basis so there is 

no continuance of care.   

Much more research needs to be done in regard to the care system, left behind parents, victim 

blaming and looked after children. 

Reports on abuse and failings within the system do not seem to of made any positive changes within 

the system. 

I am in no way saying that the system needs to be scrapped. What I am saying is that the system 

needs to be fully investigated, become more transparent, be consistent across the board, held 

accountable and most importantly rebuilt to avoid further harm to children within the system and 

the parents left behind. Basically, bring the system to the standards people expect with full 

accountability. Stop bullying parents, destroying human rights, victim blaming, and using gagging 

orders etc. to stop the truth from coming out. 

Just looking at the news reports I have added, and these are not all the ones I found, there have 

been countless reports showing failings and these failings are still happening. 

Those leaving care have been so institutionalised they have very little skills to live alone. Many end 

up on the streets as homeless. They've got no real support network and tend not to trust anyone. 

Moreover, I still wonder how many of these former looked after children end up having their own 

children removed from them.   

If this was information, reports, statistics and news on another country within the world people 

would be up in arms over the abuse of human rights, violation towards children etc. But because this 

is our own country the enormity of the situation is hidden and complaints, concerns quelled. 

 There are so many websites and social media groups reporting forced adoptions, failings within the 

care system. Children social services and the care system stealing children for profit plus lots of other 

allegations against the government and social services that it's heart-breaking  

 



 

FAMILY LIVES MATTER ANN-MARIE ROBSON 

 

FAMILY LIVES MATTER 

to realise how many people, not just parents, want to see things change. Yet nothing is done. 
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